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I. Preface: 
 
1. The Israeli occupation forces imposed a total closure on Gaza Strip, 

which began in 2006 after the victory of Hamas in the legislative 

elections, which continued for more than a decade, this closure imposed 

restrictions on movement, travel, water supplies, electricity, treatment, 

entry of goods and reduction of fishing distance, causing extremely 

difficult living conditions, in addition to deteriorating economic 

conditions. 

2. The Palestinian refugees calls to demonstrate on the eastern border of 

Gaza Strip have escalated in response to the escalating humanitarian 

crisis against the refugees in Gaza Strip and the decision of the United 

States to transfer its embassy to occupied Jerusalem, demanding to 

implement the UN Resolution 194, in particular its eleventh paragraph, 

which provides for their return to their homes and to ensure fair 

compensation for the suffering of asylum they have faced, and did 

announce the launch of these events on the anniversary of the Earth Day 

forty-second, March 30, 2018, and set up tents in five gatherings on the 

eastern border of Gaza strip for the purpose of sit-in, stressing through 

the document of principles they published that their movements are 

peaceful and will not use violent means. In addition, the organizers have 

expressed their goal of mobility and called for their protection by sending 

letters to the UN Secretary-General and the UN Relief and Works 

Agency for Palestine Refugees (UNRWA), which expressed the support 

of refugees' rights to peaceful assembly, while the Israeli occupation 

leaders expressed their fear of crossing the border, although no calls were 

made by the organizers of it, and a number of ministers of the Israeli 

government said that the army would use the force to deal with 

demonstrators approaching the border. 

3. Over the years of the ongoing Israeli siege, the Israeli army has created 

buffer zones along the armistice line, and prevented approaching the 

fence from 350 meters deep inside Gaza Strip, and prevented farmers 

from cultivating their land and regularly spraying their plants with 

incendiary materials. 

4. The Israeli occupation army has faced the Palestinians who participated 

in peaceful marches since the morning of the first day with killing and 
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firing artillery shells at the farmers in the area, despite the international 

and legal demands to stop the use of lethal force against the 

demonstrators of the return march. However, since the beginning of the 

return and siege breaking marches on 30 March 2018 and until the date 

of propagating this report, the Israeli occupation forces deliberately used 

excessive and lethal force in dealing with children, women, youth and the 

elderly participating in these demonstrations, and deliberately targeting 

medical staff and journalists. On the evening of 18 May, 18 Palestinians 

were arrested in the city of Haifa during a demonstration in solidarity 

with Gaza Strip and rejected the use of excessive and lethal force against 

the demonstrators in Gaza. 

5. According to information provided by the Palestinian Ministry of Health 

in Gaza Strip, (205) Palestinians were murdered, including (37) children, 

and (2) journalists: Ahmed Abu Hussein, Yasir Mortaji, (  (4  persons with 

disabilities and (3) paramedics: Mousi Abu Hussein, the volunteer 

paramedic Razan Najjar and the volunteer paramedic Abdullah Sabri Al-

Qatati, while more than (22,186) demonstrators were injured, including 

(,22,2) children and (347) women,  in addition to injuring (412) of 

medical staff and (249) journalists. (11,985) were transferred to hospitals. 

The causes of injury were: (5,321) of live bullets, (449) metal bullets 

coated with rubber, (1869) with tear gas, (3,860) others injured by 

shrapnel, burns,,, etc. 

 
II. The chronology of the Israeli occupation crimes against the victims: 

6. The early hours of Friday, March 30, 2018, witnessed the Israeli first 

crimes against the peaceful demonstrators who participated in the march 

and the return camp, where the Israeli crimes committed on the above 

date resulted in killing (15) Palestinian civilians on the spot and three 

others later of their injuries. And injured more than (1087), including 

(207) children, (35) women and (2) journalists. (854)  were injured with 

live bullets, including (40) in critical condition. 

7. The Israeli violations continued at a lower rate during the days that 

Friday, until Thursday, 05 April 2018, where the violations resulted in 

the injury of approximately (185) citizens in various areas, between 

minor and medium. 

8. On Friday, 06 April 2018, the Israeli occupation forces killed (7) 

Palestinian civilians and eighth followed them of his injury, including 

one child, a journalist and injured (718), including (77) children and (17) 

women. Among the injured were (5) journalists, (5) paramedics, in 
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addition to hundreds of people were suffocated by suffocation of gas 

fired by the Israeli occupation forces from inside the border. 

9. Friday, 13 April 2018 until 19:30 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces have killed one martyr, Islam Hartzallah 28 years old, 

and injured some (968) citizens, including (17) paramedics and 

journalists. 

10. Friday, 20 April 2018 Until 19:00 local time, Israeli occupation forces 

killed (4) Palestinian civilians of the peaceful demonstrators in the return 

marches, including the disabled child Ahmed Nabil Abu Aql, and injured 

(729) Palestinians, including (45) children and (15) women with live 

bullets and tear gas. 

11. Friday, 27 April 2018 until 19:00 local time, Israeli occupation forces 

killed (3) Palestinian demonstrators, and injured (883) with bullets and 

gases. (456) of them were taken to the hospital for treatment, including 

(58) children and (29) women. Field medical points east of the Bureij 

also were targeted with tear gas, injuring (8) paramedics in addition to 

the injury of (3) journalists. 

12. Friday, 04 May 2018 at 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

injured (431) peaceful demonstrators and participants in the return 

marches, including (36) children, (11) women, a paramedic and (3) 

journalists. 

13. Friday, 11 May 2018 At 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

killed Jaber Salem Abu Mustafa, 40 years old, and wounded (731) 

Palestinians with live bullets and gas suffocation, including (38) children, 

(12) women, (4) journalists and (3) paramedics. 

14. On Monday, 14 May 2018, the Israeli occupation forces committed a 

massacre by killing (61) Palestinians, including (5) male children, an 

infant, a person with special needs and a civilian defense worker, and 

injured (3640) civilians, including (225) children, (79) women, (17) 

paramedics and (12) journalists. 

15. Friday, 18 May 2018 , the violent use of excessive armed force against 

the demonstrators resulted in the injury of (56) Palestinians with live 

bullets and tear gas, while the Israeli police force violently suppress the 

peaceful protesters and arrested 18 of the participants in the march 

organized by Palestinians in the territories of the 48 in the city of Haifa to 

support Gaza Strip and the city of Jerusalem. 

16. Friday, 25 May 2018 at 19:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

injured (109) Palestinians, including (7) children and (4) women. 
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17. Friday, 01 June 2018 until 19:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

killed Razan al-Najjar, a 21-year-old paramedic while she was on duty, 

and injured (100) others with live bullets and gas suffocation. 

18. Friday, 08 June 2018 until 19:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

killed (4) civilians and injured (618) Palestinians with live bullets and gas 

suffocation, including (48) children, (20) women, (2) paramedics and (5) 

journalists. 

19. Friday, 22 June 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces injured (206) of the demonstrators by live bullets and 

gas suffocation, including (7) in critical conditions. 

20. On Friday, June 29, 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed Yasser Abu Al-Naga and Mohammed Al-Hamaydeh, and 

injured (415) others with live bullets and gas suffocation, including (11) 

children, (2) women and (3) paramedics. 

21. Friday, 6 July 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed a civilian, and injured (396) others, including 

(57) with live bullets, among them were (13) children, women and other 

medical staff and journalists. 

22. Friday, 13 July 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed the child Osman Rami Hellas, and injured (68) 

civilian demonstrators with live bullets and gas suffocation. 

23. Friday, 20 July 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed (4) civilians and injured (210) civilian 

demonstrators with live bullets and gas suffocation. 

24. On Friday, 27 July 2018, at 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

killed Majdi Ramzi Al-Satary and another adult, and injured (246) 

Palestinian demonstrators, (90) of them with live bullets, including (19) 

children, (10) women and (4) paramedics and a journalist. 

25. Friday, 3 August 2018 At 21:30 local time, Israeli occupation forces 

killed Ahmed Yahya Yaghi, 25 years old, and injured (220) civilian 

demonstrators, (90) of them with live bullets. 

26. Friday, 10 August 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed the demonstrator Ali Sa'id al-Alul, 55 years old, and the 

paramedic Abdullah Sabri al-Qatati, and injured (307) civilian 

demonstrators, of whom (131) were transferred to hospitals, among them 

(5) cases were critical, (26) children, (2) journalists and (5) paramedics. 

27. On Friday, 17 August 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed 30-year-old demonstrator Karim Abu Fattair and 26-year-

old Saadi Muammar, and injured (270) civilian demonstrators, including 
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(19) children and (9) paramedics. (60) of the injuries were with live 

bullets. 

28. Friday, 24 August 2018 at 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation forces 

injured (189) civilian demonstrators, (73) of whom were transferred to 

hospitals, (50) of them with live bullets, including (10) children and two 

women, in addition to targeting a Red Crescent vehicle northern Gaza 

Strip with live bullets, shattered its glass. 

29. On Friday, 31 August 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces injured (240) civilian demonstrators, (82) of whom were seriously 

injured, one of them was the paramedic Shorouq Abu Mesameh, and 

another a 10-year-old child. Mu'in al-Masri with a tear gas canister in the 

chest after targeting the ambulance he was in, belonging to the 

Palestinian Red Crescent Society, and a journalist was shot with live 

bullets. 

30. Tuesday, 4 September 2018 until 20:00 local time, Israeli occupation 

forces injured (25) Palestinian demonstrators by a direct attack on 

demonstrators in the northern Gaza Strip near Zekim. 

31. Friday, 7 September 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed Bilal Mustafa Khafajeh with a bullet in the chest, and 

injured Ahmed Mesbah Abu Tayor was critically injured, who died the 

following day, and injured (395) Palestinian demonstrators, (147) of 

them were transferred to hospitals, (100) of which were caused with live 

bullets, (35) children, (3) paramedics and (3) journalists. 

32. Monday, 10 September 2018 at 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces injured (49) civilian demonstrators with live bullets and gas 

suffocation, (10) of them were transferred to hospitals for direct attacks 

on demonstrators in the northern Gaza Strip near Zekim. 

33. Friday, 14 September 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed Shadi Abdel Aziz Abdel-Aal with a bullet to the 

head, and the demonstrators Hani Ramzi Afaneh and Mohammed 

Chaqoura, and injured the child Ahmed Mesbah Abu Tayour critical 

injury and died the next day, and injured (248) civilian demonstrators, 

(120) of whom were transferred to hospitals, (6) of them are critical. 

34. Monday, 17 September 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the 

Israeli occupation forces injured (95) civilian demonstrators, (10) of them 

with live bullets, as a direct attack on demonstrators northern Gaza Strip 

near Zekim. 

35. Tuesday, 18 September 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed two demonstrators, Mohammed Abu Naji and 

Ahmed Omar, while (46) civilian demonstrators were injured with live 
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bullets, direct tear gas canister, and shrapnel northern Gaza Strip near the 

Beit Hanoun / Erez crossing. 

36. Friday, 21 September 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed the demonstrator Karim Mohammed Kellab, and 

injured (312) civilian demonstrators, (100) of them were transferred to 

hospitals, (5) of them were critical. 

37. Monday, 24 September 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the 

Israeli occupation forces killed the demonstrator Mohammed Fayez Abu 

Al-Sadiq, and injured (90) demonstrators, (5) of them with live bullets. 

Moreover, a Red Crescent ambulance was targeted with a tear gas 

canister in their direct attacks on the demonstrators on the northern 

border of Gaza Strip. 

38. Friday, 28 September 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed (7) demonstrators, including two children, Mohammed 

Nayef Al-Houm and the child Nasser Azmi Musbah, and injured (506) 

demonstrators. (210) of them were transferred to hospitals. (90) of the 

injuries were caused by live bullets, of them there were (35) children, (4) 

women, (4) paramedics and (2) journalists. 

39. Monday, 1 October 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces injured (93) of civilian demonstrators, (37) of them 

with live bullets. 

40. Wednesday, 3 October 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the 

Israeli occupation forces injured (15) Palestinian demonstrators, one of 

them was critical, an ambulance was targeted directly during the attacks 

on the demonstrators on the northern border of Gaza Strip Near the Erez / 

Beit Hanoun checkpoint. 

41.  On Friday, 5 October 2018, until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces killed Faris Hafez al-Sarsawi and Mahmud Akram Abu-Ma'an. II 

anddition to injuring (376) Palestinian demonstrators, (192) were 

transferred to hospitals, (7) of them were critical. (126) of the injuries 

were due to live bullets. Among the injured, there were (30) children, 

(10) women, a journalist, and the paramedic Mohammed Abu Asi, who 

was seriously injured in the chest. 

42. Monday, 8 October 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces injured (29) civilians with tear gas, (11) live bullets. 

The injured included (9) children and (5) women during the direct attack 

on demonstrators on the borders. 

43. Friday, 12 October 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces killed (6) demonstrators, and injured (252) civilian 

demonstrators, of whom (154) were transferred to hospitals. Among the 
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injuries, there were (50) children, (10) Women, (2) paramedics, and a 

journalist. 

44. Monday, 15 October 2018 until 20:00 local time in Palestine, the Israeli 

occupation forces injured dozens of demonstrators with shrapnel and gas 

suffocation, who were treated in the field, while (32) of them were 

transferred to the hospitals during the direct attacks on demonstrators on 

the northwestern border of Gaza Strip. 

45. Friday, 19 October 2018 until 20:00 local time, the Israeli occupation 

forces injured (130) civilian demonstrators, including (25) children, (4) 

of medical staff and journalists. 

 

 

III. Systematic violations within the policy of a State: 

46. The policy of threats and intimidation: The Israel incitement continues 

against peaceful marches and gatherings, which is an extension of the 

statements made by dozens of Israeli military and political officials, in 

which they threatened to use force and cause death and injury among the 

demonstrators, in addition to considering that the demonstration itself 

poses a danger, contrary the peaceful gathering guaranteed by the 

international conventions, the Hebrew news agencies reported extremely 

dangerous statements threatening to endanger the lives and security of the 

demonstrators, safety and freedom. Among these statements was the 

press release on March 28, 2018, where the Chief of Staff of the Israeli 

occupation army, Gadi Eisenkot, in an interview with the newspaper 

"Haaretz" said "The possibility of escalation and military confrontation is 

a matter of time, especially in the Palestinian arena", and added "His 

forces will not allow the Palestinians to cross the fence, we have put 

more than 100 snipers recruited from all army units, especially from 

special units", referring to orders to open fire in the event of a mass 

infiltration near the separation fence. And that "a large part of the army 

and soldiers will be on standby at the border with Gaza, and ordered them 

to implement the procedures for the arrest of suspects firmly," and stated 

that "he will personally supervise his soldiers to suppress the march of 

return on the borders of Gaza and vowed to use live bullets to disperse 

the demonstrators ". On March 29, Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu's 

spokesman for the Arab media released a video of a man shot in the leg", 

commenting that this is the least that will be faced by anyone trying to 

cross the security fence separating Gaza Strip and Israel, ". As well as on 

the morning of 30 March, the Minister of the Army Avigdor Lieberman 

tweeted in Arabic "Anyone who approaches the wall is endangering his 
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life" and another statement saying "Hundreds of snipers are ready to fire 

live bullets at the demonstrators if they try to cross the fence and enter 

Israeli territory," and added that he threatened to commit a massacre and 

anyone who touches the Israeli sovereignty will be shot. These 

statements are contrary to the principles of international human rights law 

and the Rome Treaty, which recognize the freedom and security of 

demonstrators, as well as the International Covenant on Civil, Political 

and Economic Rights, these statements are a clear evidence that the 

occupation state has planned and is still planning to commit crimes 

against humanity and war crimes against peaceful civilians participating 

in the Great Return March and that the occupation state acts as a state 

above international law, showing disregard to international humanitarian 

law and to human rights standards that have become binding international 

norms. 

47. The policy of terrorizing the demonstrators by throwing leaflets: On 

Sunday morning, 25 March 2018, the Israeli drones dropped warning 

leaflets in several areas east of Gaza Strip stating that Israeli forces would 

take the necessary measures, including shooting at everyone approaches 

the fence. And on Friday, April 20, 2018 the Israeli drones dropped 

warning leaflets include a sketch of the separation fence and warning the 

residents of Gaza Strip, indicating that the IDF is re-warning approaching 

the border fence at a lower distance of 300 meters, and everyone 

approaching the border fence presents himself to the ban, declaring that 

the army will take the necessary measures to remove him, including 

shooting in cases of necessity, concluding with the words "forewarned is 

forearmed." This Israeli policy is not the first of its kind. It is the 

implementation of a systematic Israeli policy, which is to use the warning 

as means of intimidating civilians. The Israeli occupation forces 

implemented this policy during the recent war on Gaza Strip in the 

summer of 2014, it has been implemented over the years of the ongoing 

Israeli siege, which has focused on creating buffer zones along the 

armistice line within the territory of Gaza Strip. The results of the 

implementation of the Israeli policy and the resulting procedures for 

employing the warning procedure proved that the Israeli occupation 

forces use this measure to intimidate and terrorize civilians and not to 

minimize the amount of military damage that may be inflicted on them, 

as on more than one occasion, the Israeli occupation forces deliberately 

violated the safety of civilians, farmers and fishermen, who complied 

with Israeli warnings. 
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48. The policy of threatening transport companies: An Israeli official 

contacted a group of owners of transport companies in Gaza Strip and 

threatened to impose sanctions on them if they transferred those wishing 

to participate in the peaceful marches to the border, including preventing 

them from travel, movement and remittances. The coordinator of 

government activities in the occupied territories announced that the army 

had warned the owners of transportation companies to help Hamas 

transport Palestinians to the demonstrations on the border with Israel. In 

an interview with General Yoav Mordechai with the US channel 

"alhurra" he said, "We have contacted more than 20 bus companies in 

Gaza Strip which have received money from Hamas to transport 

Palestinians to violent demonstrations. We have warned that we will take 

punitive measures against them and their companies.” 

49. The policy of hacking mobile phones of activists: The Israeli occupation 

forces broke into mobile phones and personal pages on social media in a 

systematic manner for dozens of activists and officials of the 

Coordination Committee of the Great Return Marches, including the 

Coordinator of the Legal Committee (Salah Abdel Ati), and the website 

of the International Commission to Support Palestinians' Rights (ICSPR), 

Eng. Issam Hammad, the deputy chairman of the coordination committee 

for the return march, journalist Ahmed Abu Arteema, a members of the 

coordination committee for the marches, and falsely announced the 

failure of the Marches on their pages. 

50. During the period of March 30 and the date of this report, Israel used 

dozens of snipers from its military forces, stationed behind various 

barbed wire fences, sand dunes, and military jeeps, inside the eastern 

Gaza Strip border. They fired intermittently and blindly at the 

participants in the peaceful gatherings that included hundreds of 

thousands of citizens in the five camps of the eastern Gaza Strip, causing 

direct killing and injuries, as well as targeting the protesters with 

hundreds of tear gas canisters. 

51. The policy of killing (deliberate killing of demonstrators, killing 

demonstrators by snipers, deliberate field killings): The Israeli forces 

used snipers deployed along the border to targeting and deliberate killing 

of civilian, where most of the injuries in sensitive areas of the body were 

fatal or cause permanent disability, the cameras of journalists have 

monitored several cases in which snipers deliberately killed 

demonstrators, including: the killing of the young man, 'Abdullah 

Muhammad Jibril al-Shamali, 23 yr, who died on Sunday, 22 April 2018, 

after being shot in the abdomen. 
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And the killing of journalist Ahmed Abu Hussein, 24 yr, who worked as 

a journalist for the Palestinian Voice of the People radio, as a result of 

targeting him in the chest directly with live bullets, during his coverage 

of the events of the third Friday, 13 April, who died of his wounds on 

Wednesday, 25 April.  

The child Mohammed Ibrahim Ayoub, 15 yr, from Jabalya refugee camp 

- northern Gaza Strip, who was killed by a live bullet in the head on 

Friday, 20 April. 

52. The policy of using excessive force against peaceful demonstrators: Eric 

Goldstein, deputy director of Human Rights Watch's Middle East, said: 

"The Israeli soldiers used not only excessive force, but apparently carried 

out orders that all ensured a bloody military response to the Palestinian 

demonstrations, the result was an expected deaths and injuries among the 

demonstrators on the other side of the border, who did not pose any 

danger to life. ". We saw that all the participants in the march and the 

return camp, and the victims - as documented by dozens of local and 

international news agencies - they were peaceful demonstrators, and none 

of them initiated any violent or military action or any act that posed a 

threat to the lives of Israeli soldiers deployed on the border fence who 

used excessive and deadly force in dealing with Palestinian civilians, 

children, young men and women participating in peaceful return 

marches. 

53. The policy of killing with high political cover: We saw the Israeli 

occupation forces deploying dozens of snipers along the border, and the 

behavior of these soldiers against the peaceful demonstrations on the 

border, and it is practically clear that there is an order to kill the 

demonstrators, and this is under political and judicial cover from the 

highest Israeli levels, as was also evident in press statements made by 

Israeli leaders on more than one occasion. Local and international news 

agencies confirmed that none of the peaceful protesters posed a threat to 

the lives of the Israeli occupation forces and their military establishment. 

However, Israeli military forces deliberately used excessive force, 

proving that the Israeli crimes were based on a systematic plan, 

reinforced by a decision and a political protection from the Israeli 

political level, aimed firstly at killing the participants of the marches and 

return camps; and second, to terrorize the Palestinians in order to 

discourage them from participating in peaceful demonstrations. 

54. The policy of excessive use of gases: The Israeli occupation developed a 

gas launcher plane to suppress the marches, the border guards’ unit of the 

Israeli occupation police had revealed on Wednesday during a news 
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bulletin on Channel Two, the development of a drone equipped with six 

tear gas canisters, in order to suppress the peaceful demonstrations called 

for by the Palestinian factions and various Palestinian youth and 

community initiatives. The plane can be controlled, and launches a single 

bomb, or by pairs or the six bombs at the same time. The unit has 

increased the capacity of the drone to carry16 tear gas bombs, which 

often endanger the lives of Palestinians as a result of suffocation from 

inhaling tear gas. The drone was used to suppress the demonstrators, 

which led to more than 10,000 participants were subjected to suffocation, 

according to the Palestinian Ministry of Health. 

55. The policy on the use of unknown weapons source: (MSF) reported that 

it witnessed wounded people with serious injuries and a devastating 

impact, unlike the type of injuries they used to deal with; injuries, which 

are more difficult to treat. They added that these injuries will leave 

serious long-term physical disabilities in most patients, indicating that the 

weapons used by the Israeli occupation army against the demonstrators 

are used for the first time. In terms of analysis of injuries, the bullets used 

by the occupation army haven't been seen by the medical team before and 

cause permanent damage and permanent disability, where the medical 

teams of the organization noted that the injuries include a high level of 

destruction of bones and soft tissues and large wounds at the exit points 

of the shots can reach the size of the hand grip. In addition to the 

testimonies of doctors and the documentation of local and international 

human rights organizations  confirm that the Israeli snipers deliberately 

hit the demonstrators in sensitive areas of the body with the aim of killing 

or handicapping, also confirm, based on the sampling operations of 

martyrs that the Israeli occupation forces use explosive bullets. In 

addition to the use of weapons that leave a severe impact on the members 

of the injured and dead, and this is what MSF said in its statement of June 

25, 2018, saying "in half of the cases we get bone was literally turned 

into dust", which raises fears that these weapons are prohibited, and carry 

materials that may be toxic. 

56. Targeting journalists and press organizations: The Israeli occupation 

forces targeted journalists in an attempt to silence their mouths and not to 

show facts and blur them. According to statistics of the Palestinian 

Ministry of Health, two journalists were martyred while covering the 

events on the border in Gaza Strip, the martyr Yasser Murtaja, who was 

killed by a bullet that penetrated the abdominal area, where the location 

of the injury is the side of the shield covering the chest and back, and the 

martyr Ahmed Abu Hussein, who was killed by live bullets directly in 
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the chest, and wounded dozens of journalists between live bullets and gas 

suffocation. 

57. Targeting medical personnel and health service providers: The Israeli 

occupation forces targeted a number of medical personnel and 

paramedics, and deliberately hurt paramedics, where the Israeli 

occupation forces deliberately killed three paramedics. In addition, 

dozens of medical personnel and paramedics were wounded with live 

bullets and gas suffocation, and more than 65 ambulances were partially 

damaged. 

58. Targeting children and women: Israel and the United States of America 

have stated that children in marches are recruited and used as human 

shields. However, what the media reported are pictures of women and 

children participating in the return marches, and as we have seen, they 

posed no threat to the lives of Israeli soldiers or Israeli military.  Snipers 

deliberately killed and injured children and women in an attempt to 

intimidate protesters and prevent them from taking part in marches. 

Among the cases monitored were the killing of child Mohammed Ibrahim 

Ayoub, as a result of being shot directly in the head as he was unarmed 

and far from the border fence. These acts constitute violations of human 

rights, in particular the Convention on the Rights of the Child of 1989 

and the Protocol thereto, and constitute grave breaches of the need to 

provide special protection for children and women and not endanger 

them in accordance with the provisions of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

of 1949 and its Additional Protocol I of 1977, which amounts to war 

crimes and crimes Against humanity under the Statute of the 

International Criminal Court "Rome Statute of 1998". 

59. During the launching of the return marches, the Israeli occupation forces 

escalated their aggression against Gaza Strip, in addition to the tightening 

the siege imposed for the 12th year in a row, the Israeli warplanes in 

various forms, as well as naval boats, attacked several locations near the 

return camps, in order to incite the demonstrators to retreat and in an 

attempt to militarize the demonstrations and justify the launching of a 

military operation on Gaza Strip. This happened on Monday 14 May 

2018 and other days. 

60. The occupation forces targeted more than once balloons and kites flyers 

through warplanes, in an attempt to kill them, and prevent them from 

expressing their opinion, after a large campaign managed to justify 

targeting them under the pretense that these kites have become military 

targets. Israel recruited all its media agencies trying to justify this, by 

spreading lies on the amount of physical damage caused by a number of 
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burning kites, in an attempt to present the civilian demonstrators as 

fighters in an attempt to justify the targeting of civilians and crimes 

against demonstrators in the return marches. And there are videos of 

settlers trying to burn their fields to get compensation from the Israeli 

government. 

61. The policy of counterfeiting the facts (allegations of funding the 

demonstrators from the resistance organizations, claims constitute a 

threat to the lives of soldiers): On more than one occasion, Israel claimed 

that the demonstrations were carried out with the support of Hamas and 

other Palestinian organizations and that these organizations had spent 

money to continue these demonstrations, this is completely contrary to 

the fact that the march is popular and non-partisan, and that the march of 

return is a product of popular Palestinian desire, supported by Palestinian 

parties and movements with positions not funds, especially in light of the 

weakness and inability of all other means to implement the right of these 

refugees to return, we did not notice a flag of a particular Palestinian 

party, but the demonstrators raised only the flag of the occupied 

Palestinian state, Israel also declared that the reason for the killing of the 

demonstrators was due to the soldier's feeling of danger and that the 

killing was a reaction, not an act of initiative. However, as a result of our 

daily follow-up, the demonstrators maintained the peaceful approach of 

the demonstrations despite the crimes and killings. No Israeli soldier was 

injured, which proves the lies and fabrications of all Israeli allegations. 

62. The Policy of providing immunity to is soldiers through the Repeated 

Declaration on the Formation of Military Commissions of Inquiry: The 

Israeli occupation state claimed on Thursday, 5 April  2018, the intention 

of Israel and the readiness of the Israeli military to initiate an internal 

investigation into the circumstances of killing the demonstrators on 31 

March 2018. A report published by the Legal Center for Arab Minority 

Rights in Israel and the Al Mezan Center for Human Rights in Gaza on 

30 August  2016, indicates that Israel was not prepared to conduct 

genuine and independent investigations into war crimes, nor did it intend 

to hold any accountability as required by international law. This situation 

has continued despite the formation of a new mechanism by the Israeli 

army called the (FFA), which is alleged to improve the army's 

investigative operations. "Israel claims that this mechanism, which was 

formed after the 2014 aggression, is the result of its efforts to implement 

the recommendations contained in the report of the State Commission 

"Turkel Commission" in 2013. This mechanism aims to work accurately 

and quickly in the earliest time frame for the date of the event to ensure a 
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prompt and effective investigation. However, the mechanism doesn't 

operate in a transparent and fast manner. Israel has not carried out any of 

its investigations in accordance with the requirements of international 

law, and that Israel and its various organs have a desire to withhold 

defendants from justice. As it failed systematically to conduct serious 

investigations, especially in the light of the fact that many violations of 

international law committed during the Israeli aggression on Gaza Strip 

are a direct result of policies adopted by the highest levels of Israeli 

civilian and military leadership. 

63. The Israeli Denial of Repeated International Calls (Israel rogue state): 

The State of Israel and its military and political leadership did not 

respond to all the international calls that urged them not to harm the lives 

and safety of the demonstrators. These calls were rejected, including the 

statement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court on 8 April 

2018, and not only that, but launched a strong battle against human rights 

defenders and Israeli human rights organizations that urged Israeli 

soldiers to abide by international humanitarian law, and not obey orders 

to kill demonstrators, as happened with B'Tselem, which had launched a 

campaign under the title (sorry, captain I will not fire), where the 

campaign included advertisements in the press to explain to the soldiers 

that they have to refuse to fire on unarmed demonstrators. 

64. Collective punishment by tightening the siege: The Israeli Occupation 

has imposed a new severe siege, on Monday, July 16, 2018, the closure 

of the Kerem Shalom crossing with the exception of limited amount of 

food, medicine and medical supplies, which also need a special 

permission. Reducing the distance of fishing in the coast of Gaza Strip to 

three nautical miles instead of six miles, and this decision was the second 

of its kind within a week. 

 

 

 

IV. Legal description of acts against demonstrators: 

65. Violation of the right to life: International law has protected the right to 

life in situations of peace and war alike, the right to life is enshrined in 

international law article 3 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

states that "Everyone has the right to life and liberty ". These provisions 

extend to other rights guaranteeing the preservation of the right to life, 

which are defined as the rights to survival, including the right to food, the 

right to health care and social security. Article 25 of the Declaration 

stipulates that:" Everyone has the right to a standard of living adequate 
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for the health and well-being of himself and of his family, including 

nutrition, clothing, housing and medical care", the same in article 11 of 

the Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights and the 

International Covenant. In the case of war, the rules of international 

humanitarian law have been given great importance, and established 

strict rules governing wars to limit the right to life of those who are 

unable to fight. The Fourth Geneva Convention of 1949 established 

special protection for civilians not involved in combat or the disabled. 

Article (3/1 / A) states "The following acts are prohibited in respect of 

the above-mentioned persons and remain prohibited at all times and 

places: assault on life and physical integrity, in particular murder of all 

kinds, mutilation, cruel treatment and torture. "[3] So the demonstration 

at the border to claim legitimate rights can not in any way considered to 

be detrimental to this right. 

66. Violation of the right to freedom of peaceful assembly: The marches fall 

under the right to peaceful assembly in five places on the eastern Gaza 

border for the purpose of sit-in and demand the implementation of UN 

Resolution 194 and the lifting of the siege on Gaza Strip, as international 

conventions and international human rights law, the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights of 1948 stipulate that "Everyone has the 

right to freedom of peaceful assembly". The International Covenant on 

Civil and Political Rights states in article 21 that "the right to peaceful 

assembly shall be recognized ... ". The European Charter on Human 

Rights, in article 11, also recognizes the right of any citizen, individually 

or in association with a group, to assemble and demonstrate peacefully, 

in addition to the fact that the basic principles of the United Nations on 

the use of force and firearms have been reduced, as article 3 of the Code 

of Conduct for Law Enforcement Officials states that "the right of a 

citizen to participate in peaceful assembly and demonstration, as well as 

the basic principles of the United Nations on the use of force and 

firearms, Law enforcement officials may only use force in cases of 

extreme necessity and within the limits required for the performance of 

their duty", this means that the use of force must be exceptional and not a 

systematic and organized policy, and this use shall be in accordance with 

the principle of proportionality with the legitimate objective sought. 

67. Violation of the right to freedom of opinion and expression: Several 

international and regional conventions provide for this right, which is 

considered to be one of the fundamental human rights. This is stated in 

Article 19 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, 

which stipulates, "Everyone has the right to hold opinions without 
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interference, Article 19 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

states that "Everyone has the right to freedom of opinion and expression. 

This right includes freedom to hold opinions without interference or 

receive information and ideas by any means without being bound by 

geographical boundaries". The observer of the events since the beginning 

of demonstrations and the violations committed during which against the 

right of peaceful demonstrators, who demonstrate for specific demands, 

as well as violations committed against journalists, including direct 

targeting by snipers will not have any doubts that the state of the Israeli 

occupation has violated all these texts. 

68. The definitions and elements of the four crimes under the jurisdiction of 

the International Criminal Court under the Rome Charter are compatible 

with the acts committed by the occupation forces against the participants 

of the return marches if and constitute crimes against humanity and war 

crimes… Crimes against humanity: The most widely known and 

widespread definition of crimes against humanity is the definition of 

Article VII of the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court, 

which defines crime against humanity as "any of the following acts 

constitutes a crime against humanity": Committed in the context of a 

widespread or systematic attack directed against any civilian population 

and knowing of the attack. " Article 7 of the Statute establishing the 

International Criminal Court enumerates the images of these acts and the 

conduct of the Israeli occupation army is consistent with two forms of 

willful murder, which constitutes a crime against humanity and inhuman 

acts constituting a crime against humanity. 

69. Murder that constitutes a crime against humanity: If we refer to the 

names of the victims and their categories, all of which are protected 

according to the Fourth Geneva Convention, it is clear to us that by 

instructions of a pyramid in the Israeli government, the Israeli army was 

instructed to deploy its sniper to kill participants in peaceful 

demonstrations on the eastern border of Gaza Strip.  As a result, 139 

people, including journalists, children, medical personnel and civil 

defense personnel, were killed. Thus, the required criminal result in this 

crime, namely the killing of one or more persons has fulfilled, where the 

Elements of Crimes require that the conduct be committed as part of a 

large-scale, repeated and mass-casualty attack that constitutes a serious 

risk directed against multiple victims and against a large number of 

civilians or systematic - that is organized rather than indiscriminate - 

directed against a civilian population and that the perpetrator aware of it. 

Israeli Defense Minister Avigdor Lieberman has already announced the 
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deployment of dozens of snipers along the border, as well as the 

deployment of military reinforcements used to carry out grave violations 

against peaceful demonstrators and those involved in the return marches. 

Dozens of Israeli military and civilian officials also issued statements 

threatening to use force against those involved in the return march, 

despite the announcement of the peacefulness of the march. On Sunday, 

March 25, 2018, and on Friday, April 20, 2018, Israeli warplanes 

dropped warning leaflets on the areas of the five demonstrators' 

gatherings, stating explicitly that the Israeli forces would take the 

necessary measures, including shooting at anyone approaching the border 

fence. . All these measures translate the systematic Israeli policy, which 

requires a decision from the top of the military pyramid and even the 

political to apply it on a large scale along the border with Gaza Strip and 

the five demonstration camps. It is also inconceivable that the sniping 

behavior of demonstrators in five camps along the border is coincidental 

and that this behavior continues for more than a month without the 

knowledge of the army commanders. On the contrary, the army 

commanders commented on the video of a sniper shooting a civilian, 

saying that he was doing his job and he needs to be honored. 

70. Inhuman acts that constitute a crime against humanity: The large number 

of injuries, which amounted to approximately sixteen thousand injuries 

resulting from the use of excessive force with peaceful demonstrators on 

the borders of the eastern Gaza Strip, which varied between live bullets 

caused amputation of the limbs of the injured or caused them a physical 

deficit and between Rubber bullets and the use of gases cause nervous 

spasms. The Israeli occupation army has inflicted severe suffering and 

severe damage on the bodies of the victims and their physical health by 

committing inhumane acts, such as the use of lethal and excessive force 

by the Israeli occupation forces. Thousands of Palestinians were injured 

by the use of this unjustifiable violence. 

71. War crime: War crime presupposes the existence of an armed conflict, 

whether international or non-international. In this regard, the ICC 

Prosecutor's Office summarized its decision in November 2014 if the 

conflict in Gaza applies to international armed conflict "Substantive 

jurisdiction: The basic definition of international armed conflict as a 

conflict between two or more States currently does not meet the 

hostilities between Israel and Hamas, but as the case law of the Court has 

shown, elements of the International Criminal Court clarify that the 

applicability of the law of international armed conflict also extends to 

situations of military occupation. While Israel maintains that it no longer 
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occupies Gaza, the prevailing view within the international community is 

that Israel remains an occupation power under international law, based on 

the scope and degree of control it retained on Gaza territory following the 

2005 disengagement. Behind this perspective, the Office went on the 

premise that the situation in Gaza could be considered in the context of 

an international armed conflict given the continued military occupation 

by Israel ... Israel continues to be an occupation power in Gaza despite its 

disengagement in 2005. "The Prosecutor's opinion with regard to the 

substantive jurisdiction of the Court confirms that the current conflict is 

an international armed conflict and that serious and grave breaches of the 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949 under this situation apply to 

article 8 of the Rome Statute as war crimes.” 

72. War crime of willful killing according to Article 8 (2) (a) and Article 8 

(2) (a) (i) (Elements of Crimes): The act of intentional homicide is firm, 

the Israeli occupation army killed (205), including children, women, 

journalists and even those with special needs, by sniper rifles in the 

presence of international and local news agencies and pictures that were 

broadcast live of the event did not appear any armed manifestations, 

several UN agencies has confirmed  in press statements that the 

occupation forces have targeted children, women and young people who 

were not armed and posed no threat to the occupation soldiers. 

They are protected by the Geneva Conventions of 1949. Accordingly, 

these victims enjoy the protection they are entitled to as non-combatants. 

The justification of the occupation army and its claim that there are 

elements of Hamas among the civilian demonstrators does not remove 

the protection of civilians or non-combatants and those incapable of 

fighting. 

73. The war crime of intentionally causing severe suffering as provided for in 

Article 8 (2) (a) (iii) Elements of Crimes: The use of excessive force by 

the Israeli army for civilian demonstrators protected by the Fourth 

Geneva Convention (children, women and journalists, Medical crews and 

civil defense crews) suffered physical and mental pain, severe suffering 

and serious damage to the body and health of thousands of them, despite 

the knowledge of the army commanders of the factual circumstances that 

prove to be protected and unarmed and pose no danger to the army and 

without any military necessity. 

74. War crime of hostage-taking according to Article 8 (2) (a) (viii) Elements 

of Crimes: During the protests of peaceful return marches, several 

civilian victims under the protection of the Fourth Geneva Convention 

were detained by the Israeli army. They were killed by fire and taken as 
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hostages. A number of Israeli government officials said the government 

was demanding that the soldiers held by Hamas be released to release the 

bodies and hand them over to their families, so they could bury them. 

75. War crime of physical mutilation in accordance with Article 8 (2) (b) (x) 

(i) Elements of Crimes: Israeli snipers adopted the suppression of 

demonstrators by firing live bullets on their lower limbs, causing the 

amputation of 55 injured out of 4008 of the remaining injured were 

deformed and stabilized feet by a cage "Platinum" causing them 

temporary disability of movement. 

76. The war crime of using prohibited bullets in accordance with Article 8 

(2) (b) (xiii) (Elements of Crimes): The Ministry of Health in Gaza 

monitored the use of the Israeli occupation army during the suppression 

of the peaceful return demonstrations of bullets in the body, The Legal 

and International Advocacy Committee of the National Commission for 

the Return and Siege Breaking Marches documented several cases in 

which this type of bullets was used, as well as the testimony of medical 

doctors who confirmed this. 

 

 

V. Results: 

77. The Israeli occupation has deployed dozens of snipers along the border, 

and giving them orders to kill the demonstrators, and thats under Israeli 

political and judicial cover, as was also evident in press statements made 

by Israeli leaders on more than one occasion. 

78. The live scenes, captured photographs and the testimonies of the 

witnesses revealed that the Israeli army deliberately targeted civilians in 

Gaza Strip by snipers, shooting, live bullets, rubber-coated metal bullets, 

explosive bullets and tear gas, which confirm it came in the context of 

implementing a systematic plan, and a political decision of the highest 

levels in the occupation state. 

79. The Israeli occupation forces intentionally kill and target journalists, 

medical personnel, and obstructing their work, as part of their efforts to 

silence the journalist, which indicate their fear of exposing their crimes 

against the peaceful demonstrators. 

80. The State of the occupation has exercised all means to protect its soldiers 

from accountability by means of investigative procedures whose results 

are well known and well-founded in favor of the perpetrators or through 

sterile and slow procedures, or even by refusing to open an investigation 

into several incidents. To protect them from prosecution. 
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81. The occupation state refused to respond to all warnings, appeals and 

international calls to stop the violations and use of excessive and lethal 

force against demonstrators on Gaza Strip border, and continued its 

violations of international laws and norms, under the US cover which 

uses the veto or political and diplomatic pressure sometimes. 

82. The Israeli occupation forces used lethal bullets that have a lethal effect 

on the limbs of the injured limbs, causing permanent disabilities. 

83. IOF deliberately used excessive force, killing more than 205 civilians and 

injuring more than 22,681 demonstrators, who posed no threat or threat 

to the lives of Israeli soldiers and military installations, including those 

approached the border fence and fired rubber tires, although the distance 

between the fence and the Israeli occupation forces was 50-100 meters 

inside the border, and there was a large distance between the main 

gathering of demonstrators and the occupation forces, and that a limited 

number of demonstrators approached the border to rise a flag or attempt 

to throw stones, the distance between the soldiers and the demonstrators 

can not in any way pose any danger to their lives, as well as that most of 

those who were wounded or killed were kept away from the border more 

than 100 meters, in addition, the occupation forces arrested a limited 

number of demonstrators. This proves the ability of the occupation forces 

to reach the demonstrators without the use of lethal firepower. 

84. Since the beginning of the return marches and camps, the marches have 

remained completely peaceful, and no one has seen, no camera has 

captured any act of violence. The demonstrations included thousands of 

sheikhs, women and children, some of them were entire families, and 

they carried out creative artistic and cultural initiatives, including clowns 

performances and theater performances, cultural competitions, reading 

sessions of books and novels, and there was no appearance of military 

manifestations. 

85. All the victims were peaceful demonstrators, as human rights 

organizations and dozens of local and international news agencies 

documented. None of them initiated any violent or military action or any 

act that poses a threat to the lives of Israeli soldiers deployed on the 

border fence, including those who approached the border fence. 

86. Israeli crimes prevented ambulances from reaching the injured, 

obstructing their work, and even targeting them with live bullets and gas 

in a manner contrary to human and legal values. 

 

VI. Recommendations: 
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87. We welcome the decision of the Human Rights Council of 18 May 2018 

to send an independent international commission to investigate what's 

peaceful demonstrators face, we recommend that the appointed 

Commission and represented by Argentine expert and the membership of 

the expert Ms. Sarah Hussein, and "Mr. Morong", a Kenyan national, to 

carry out its investigation independently, impartially, and professionally 

and to be free from any pressures likely to be exerted on the Committee. 

88. We also recommend visiting Gaza Strip, interviewing victims or their 

families, listening to testimonies documenting what happened, and we 

are fully prepared to help overcome obstacles and ensure meeting the 

victims or their loved ones and providing contact information. 

89. The issue of the siege of Gaza should not be neglected as one of the main 

reasons for the sit-in, which led to catastrophic humanitarian situations 

that affected all aspects of life and deprived 2 million people of their 

basic rights to treatment, travel and a decent life. 

90. We recommend that the role of the United States in these violations 

should be investigated whether these violations would have been possible 

without American financial, political and military support. 

91. We would like to see that Israel fulfills its obligations under the Charter 

of the United Nations, and its reflection on United Nations General 

Assembly Resolution 273 of 11 May 1949, which recognizes the 

membership of the State of Israel in the United Nations as a peace-loving 

and satisfied State capable of implementing the Charter's obligations . 

Regards, 


