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Press Release, 
 

The legal and International Advocacy Committee A new international 
document undoubtedly confirms that the occupation has committed serious and 

documented crimes and violations against Palestinian demonstrators. 

 
The Legal and International Advocacy Committee of the National 
Commission for the Return and Siege Breaking Marches strongly condemns 
the continuation of the Israeli occupation forces to target the Palestinians 
participating in the return and siege breaking marches in Gaza Strip for the 49th 
consecutive Friday, where today "01-03-2019" until 19:00, the Israeli occupation 
forces deliberately used excessive and lethal force against demonstrators, which 
resulted in injuring (17) demonstrators with live bullets, in addition to a deliberate 
targeting of 3 paramedics and a journalist. 
 
The continued Israeli occupation aggression against the peaceful demonstrators 
accompanied the UN Commission of Inquiry announcement on the violations 
committed during the demonstrations in the occupied Palestinian territory in 
2018, the conclusions and finding of the investigations carried out by the 
Commission during the period from 30 March to 31 December 2018 clearly 
pointed out that the demonstrators participating in the march were peaceful in the 
various activities of peaceful nature, and that the Israeli occupation forces 
deliberately used lethal force towards the demonstrators in cases that did not 
pose any threat to the lives of the occupation soldiers, and that the 
demonstrators didn't take part in hostilities directly, contrary to the rules of 
international human rights law. 
The Legal and International Advocacy Committee of the Supreme National 
Commission for the Return and Siege Breaking Marches affirms that the 
return marches and the popular activities that were and still maintaining their 
peaceful approach, which the Israeli occupation forces faced using deadly force, 
demonstrating the Israeli arrogance and contempt for the international law 
system and human and peoples' rights, the Committee also salutes the tens of 
thousands of participants, who participated in the march and promise them to 
work hard to expose Israeli crimes, and it will take all means in order to ensure 
accountability of Israeli war criminals for their crimes against Palestinian 
demonstrators. Therefore, the Legal and International Advocacy Committee 
demands the following: 
1. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee welcomed the UN 

Commission of Inquiry's announcement of the conclusions and findings on 
the violations committed during the demonstrations in the Occupied 
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Palestinian Territory in 2018, which took place during the period from 30 
March to 31 December 2018. 

2. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee holds the Israeli 
occupation forces full responsibility for the continued implementation of their 
racist policies in Jerusalem and Al-Aqsa Mosque.  

3. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls on the 
International Human Rights Council to adopt and ratify the report of the 
Independent Commission of inquiry at the fortieth session of the Council 
scheduled for 18 March 2019. 

4. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls upon the 
Palestinian leadership to make an additional and significant efforts to ensure 
that the international community adopt the report as a new and additional 
legal document that demonstrates international crimes committed by Israeli 
commanders and soldiers. 

5. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls upon the 
international community, the United Nations bodies, the Human Rights 
Council and the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva Convention to carry 
out their moral and legal responsibilities to protect Palestinian civilians and 
demonstrators in the popular march "the return march" and hold the 
occupation leaders accountable for the crimes committed against the 
peaceful demonstrators and detainees. 

6. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee reiterates its call on the 
Prosecutor of the Permanent International Criminal Court to make a fair and 
expeditious decision to open a criminal investigation into the Israeli crimes 
committed in the Palestinian case. 

7. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls upon the 
Palestinian leadership to refer the crimes of the occupation against the 
demonstrators and all files to the Permanent International Criminal Court, 
under article 14 of the Rome Charter, and not only to refer the file of 
settlements, which would ensure that the Israeli criminals will be held 
accountable.  

8. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls upon the 
President and the Palestinian Government to immediately begin lifting the 
punitive and illegal measures imposed on Gaza Strip and to take all 
measures to strengthen the steadfastness of the citizens in Gaza Strip and 
Jerusalem and the creation of climates to restore national unity on the basis 
of the rule of law and political partnership. 

9. The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls upon the 
international community, international organizations and solidarity 
movements with the Palestinian people and the Palestinians in all gatherings 
to act on all legal, political, diplomatic, human rights and popular levels in 
order to provide international protection for the Palestinians and stop the 
Israeli escalation and the siege and aggression on Gaza Strip and protect the 
peaceful participants of the return marches. 
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Finally: The Legal Committee calls upon the free world, all those concerned 
with justice, humanity and human rights defenders around the world and the 
Palestinians in all gatherings, to move to organize various solidarity events on 
30/3/2019, on the anniversary of the Land Day and the first anniversary of 
the return marches to demand the governments of the free world to force Israel 
to stop its crimes against civilians, to end its persecution of the Palestinian 
people, to support the just struggle of the Palestinians to lift the siege imposed on 
Gaza Strip for the twelfth consecutive year, to stop the crimes of colonial 
settlement in the West Bank, to stop the policies of racial discrimination against 
Palestinians in occupied territories of 48, and stop the Judaization of the city of 
Jerusalem, and calls for an end to the occupation and guarantee the right of 
return of Palestinian refugees in accordance with Resolution 194, in order to end 
the 70 years of suffering. 
 

Regards, 
 

 


