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Press Release, 

The Legal and International Advocacy Committee welcomes the 

announcement of the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court today to 

open a serious investigation into war crimes committed by the Israeli occupation 

forces in the occupied Palestinian territories. 

 

The Legal and International Advocacy Committee of the National 

Commission for the Return and Siege Breaking Marches strongly condemns 

the continuation of the Israeli occupation forces to target the Palestinians 

participating in the return and siege breaking marches in Gaza Strip for 85 Fridays, 

where today the 20th of Dec 2019 in the Friday entitled " Hebron couldn't be 

Judaized" until 17:00, the Israeli occupation forces deliberately used excessive and 

lethal force against demonstrators, injuring 30 participants including the 

photographer Thaer Abu Ryash.  

 

The Legal and International Advocacy Committee the masses who responded 

to the appeal of the Supreme National Commission for the Return and Siege 

Breaking Marches, who preserved the popular and peaceful nature of the events, 

which the Israeli occupation forces faced using excessive force, despite not posing 

any threat to the life of the Israeli soldiers, the Committee reaffirms that the 

continued targeting and killing of civilians by the Israeli occupation forces 

constitutes a grave breach of the rules of international law and international 

humanitarian law, contrary to the Rome Statute of the International Criminal Court 

and the Fourth Geneva Convention, and reiterates its warning to the Israeli 

occupation forces and their military forces from the continuation of targeting 

civilian and holds them the legal responsibility for this. Therefore, the Legal and 

International Advocacy Committee demands the following: 

 

1- The Legal and International Advocacy committee calls on the international 

community, the United Nations and the High Contracting Parties to the Geneva 

Convention to fulfill their ethical and legal responsibilities and stop the war crimes 

committed by the Israeli military occupation against the peaceful demonstrators 

participating in the return marches and its crimes in the occupied Palestinian 

territories, especially Jerusalem. 

2- The Legal and International Advocacy committee welcomes the 

announcement by the Prosecutor of the International Criminal Court to open a 
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serious investigation into the crimes of the Israeli occupation in the occupied 

Palestinian territories after the completion of the preliminary examination process, 

including the crimes of targeting and killing peaceful demonstrators in the return 

marches, and considers the decision as a victory for the victims of grave 

violations, and declares that it will continue to cooperate with the court's Public 

Prosecution Office. 

3- The Legal and International Advocacy committee reiterating its call upon all 

categories of the Palestinian society to work for the restoration of national unity on 

the basis of political partnership, and to formulate a national strategy to confront 

the deal of the century and the outcomes of the Manama Conference, and other 

national risks and challenges, and calls upon the Palestinian President and 

government to immediately begin lifting the punitive and illegal measures 

imposed on Gaza Strip and to stop the crime of discrimination on a geographical 

basis, and to popularize the model of great return marches and popular resistance 

in all Palestinian communities. 

4- The Legal and International Advocacy Committee calls on the international 

community and all international organizations to work to boycott and hold the 

Israeli occupation state accountable, to put an end to the siege imposed on the 

Gaza Strip, to stop violations against prisoners in the Israeli jails, the crimes of 

colonial settlement and annexation of settlement blocs in the West Bank, the 

policies of racial discrimination against Palestinians in 48 areas, the Judaization of 

the city of Jerusalem and the desecration of the holy places, and work to end the 

occupation and establish an independent state with Jerusalem as its capital and 

ensure the return and compensation of Palestinian refugees in accordance with 

resolution 194. 

 

Regards… 


